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SUBJ: SINGAPORE REACTION TO ESTABLISHMENT OP PRC/ 

MALAYSIAN RELATIONS 

1. IN MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR AND VISITING COUNTRY 
DIRECTOR DESIGNATE INGRAHAM, PERMSEC 
MFA GEORGE BOGAARS 

SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE ESTABLISHMENT OP DIPLOMATIC 

RELATIONS BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND PRC WOULD POSE ANY PARTICULARLY 

TEDIOUS PROBLEM FOR SINGAPORE. IN PACT, IT WOULD BE USEPUL TO 

GOS TO OBSERVE THIS "EXPERIMENT " ON ITS DOORSTEP. HE 

DID NOT THINK AVERAGE SINGAPOREAN WOULD PIND IT PECULIAR 

THAT PREDOMINANTLY MALAY COUNTRY WOULD ESTABLISH 

RELATIONS WITH PRC SOONER THAN COUNTRY WHOSE POPULATION 

WAS PRIMARILY OP CHINESE ORIGIN. TO EXTENT 

EDUCATED ELEMENTS THOUGHT AT ALL ABOUT THE PROBLEM THEY 

PROBABLY PELT MALAYSIA WAS ASKING POR TROUBLE. HOWEVER, 

HE SUBSEQUENTLY ADMITTED THAT THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
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IN SINGAPORE HAD CAUSED HIM TO REITERATE PUBLICLY ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS THAT GOS WOULD BE LAST OE ASIAN 
GOVERNMENTS TO RECOGNIZE PRC. BOGAARS COMMENTED THAT 
LEE'S REPEATED ASSERTIONS TO THIS EEEECT WERE DESIGNED 
TO EORESTALL PRESSURE ON GOS FROM PRC AND POSSIBLY ELSE- 
WHERE TO MOVE AHEAD QUICKLY TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS. 

2. BOGAARS THOUGHT MALAYSIA/PRC DECISION MIGHT CAUSE 
PHILIPPINES TO RUSH AHEAD AND BE THE NEXT COUNTRY TO 
ESTABLISH RELATIONS. HE IMPLIED THAT GOP WOULD NOT 
WANT MALAYSIA TO APPEAR MORE ERIENDLY TO PRC THAN THE 
PHILIPPINES. SOMEWHAT SURPRISINGLY BOGAARS SAID HE 
DISTRUSTED INDONESIAN PROFESSIONS ABOUT BEING THE LAST 
ASEAN COUNTRY TO RECOGNIZE PRC. HE NOTED THAT GOI/PRC 
RELATIONS HAD ONLY BEEN SUSPENDED AND COMMENTED THAT 
IE GOI DECIDED TO MOVE TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH PRC 
IT COULD DO SO VERY QUICKLY WITH PERHAPS ONLY A WEEK'S 
NOTICE TO ITS ASEAN PARTNERS. HE CITED 
NO SPECIEIC EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT HIS DISTRUST. 
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